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Background

The National Conclave on “Augmented Zoonotic
Diseases Surveillance at Human-Wildlife Interface”
commenced on October 17, 2023, at the Nalanda Hall,
Dr Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi. The
event was facilitated by the Centre for One Health,
National Centre for Diseases Control, under the
Chairmanship of Shri. Sudhansh Pant, Secretary,
MoHFW, Government of India. The objective of the
national conclave was to understand the outbreaks of
zoonotic disease events, strengthening of wildlife
pathogen surveillance for early detection of emerging
zoonotic disease events, address human-wildlife
conflict and inter-sectoral collaborations.
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present:

. The Inter-Ministerial One Health Support
Statement on NAPSE

. Technical Guidance on Zoonotic Diseases
Prevention, Preparedness, and Response

. Comprehensive guide on Medically Important
Snakes in India.

The session concluded with a vote of thanks by Dr. Ajit
Shewale, Deputy Director, COH, NCDC, expressing
gratitude to all participants and stakeholders for their
contributions and commitment to the cause.

The conclave witnessed participation from over 160

Following the welcome address, a symbolic lamp
lighting ceremony took place, graced by all dignitaries
present. Ms. Payden, Deputy WR to India, Dr. Ashok
Kumar, Addl. DG-ICAR, Prof.(Dr.) Atul Goel,
DGHS, MoHFW Gol, Shri Abhijit Mitra,
Commissioner Animal Husbandry, and Mrs R. Jaya,
Additional Secretary, MoTA delivered impactful
addresses, highlighting the significance of the
initiatives being undertaken. During the Inaugural event
a rabies helpline number 120-602-5400 and following
technical documents were launched by all dignitaries’

distinguished guests from 28 states/UTs. The
participants convened at the Conclave signed the
“Pledge Wall”, accompanied by a message advocating
for the unification of efforts and affirming their
commitment to work cohesively for One Health. The
objectives of the conclave were primarily met, and the
outcomes were achieved. Much was learned from the
deliberations and the discussions on implementation
and collaboration issues and how to proceed.
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Recommendations

As a next step, overcoming the challenges will be
crucial in safeguarding the health and well-being of
humans, animals, and the environment in India. By
consolidating efforts, expanding knowledge,
integrating data, embracing technology, prioritizing
collaboration among sectors, and engaging
communities, the spread of infectious and emerging
threats of zoonotic diseases can be mitigated. However,
addressing the challenges and implementing the
recommendations will require collective action and
commitment from all sectors involved. The National
Conclave is an essential step towards achieving this
shared vision and assuring the well-being of humans,
animals, and the environment.

The following recommendation has been given in both

session

1. Dr. Gyanendra Gongal, Senior Public Health
Officer (Food safety, Zoonoses and One Health)
WHO SEARO gave comprehensive presentation
on zoonotic diseases, covering their types, and
providing insights into the global and Indian
scenarios.

2. Dr Ritu Chauhan, NPO, IHR, WHO India Office
presented a comprehensive overview of the
COVID-19 pandemic. She elucidated the primary
drivers of biodiversity loss and introduced
initiatives aimed at fortifying health emergency
preparedness and response. Stressing the
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imperative for collaborative efforts in the realm of
One Health, she articulated the need for
multisectoral involvement in risk assessment. She
underscored the inadequacy of single surveillance
systems and proposed Quadripartite approach for
One Health framework. Dr Chauhan emphasized
the importance of a strengthened global architecture

for health emergency preparedness and response.
Dr. Lesa Thompson, Regional Project Officer,
WOAH then discussed factors contributing to
spillovers events, emphasizing the importance of
understanding and managing the associated risks.
She highlighted the crucial role of wildlife disease
surveillance, the need for wildlife disease reporting
requirements, and the significance of risk analysis
in evaluating disease risks.During the Q&A
session, stakeholders sought suggestions for
establishing a Human-Wildlife interface. Dr
Thompson stressed the importance of input from
stakeholders, the prioritization of zoonotic
diseases, and the need for strategies related to dog
birth control.

Dr. Vineeta Shrivastava, Health Advisor Ministry
of Tribal Affairs, Gol provided a behavioral
perspective, underscoring the necessity for tribal
affairs to be actively involved. She highlighted the
challenges faced by rural areas, including financial
burdens, poor awareness, language differences, and
a lack of health facilities. Dr Vineeta proposed
strategies to mitigate the risk of emergency
zoonoses, including recognizing community
perceptions, mapping stakeholders, conducting
training programmes, fostering shared learning,
and collaborating with community partners to
instill a sense of ownership. To address existing
gaps, Dr Vineeta recommended advocacy for
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prioritizing zoonoses, mapping health facilities,
estimating the burden of zoonoses, and effective
communication through mass media. The
importance of convergence was emphasized. Some
initiatives of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA)
were presented, including dedicated health cells,
the development of the Swasthya portal, massive
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